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QUESTIONS?

Lee disappointing on cannabis

I was disappointed to read Gov.-Elect
Bill Lee, unlike President Donald Trump
and Sen.-Elect Marsha Blackburn, does
not think highly of medical cannabis. 

No other drug worked when my late
wife was battling cancer. Sen.-Elect Black-
burn knew her. I can’t imagine a Christian
reason for denying this medicine to the ill,
especially when it has been legal in other
states. Do we wait two more decades
while patients are suffering? 

I hope not.
Paul Kuhn, Nashville 37205

Intolerant argument

Re: “Shape up, Tennessee,” by Michael
Bolduc, Nov. 9

Dear Mr. Bolduc:
Gee thanks for your letter of admonish-

ment to the hardworking conservative
residents of our state. 

I’m sure we will all change our ways
after your insults and name calling. You
might want to consider the following:

1 You say you are a transplant but
were disappointed we did not give Phil
Bredesen’s party a lock hold on the gov-
ernorship and other elected positions.
Why didn’t you move out to show your
disapproval?

2 Your letter is typical of many, but
not all, of the “transplants” moving here.
They say they love our state, the low
taxes, friendly people, relaxed way of life,
etc. Then they try to change us to be
exactly like where they moved from and
are mad when we do not comply.

3 I would encourage you to take a look
at the State of Tennessee government’s

excellent financial condition, which can-
not be said about many states in this
country. All thanks to our “backwards”
policies.

4 I will pray for you, that you will
discover the “tolerance” that you and the
rest of the progressives espouse but do
not practice. 

Pam Denny, Lebanon 37087

Invest in mental health

We awoke to another mass shooting,
this one perpetrated by a former Marine
in southern California.

While it’s too early to know the motive
or if this tragedy could have been prevent-
ed if the killer had received appropriate
mental health treatment, we do know that
the families of the 12 who died and hun-
dreds who survived will be impacted by
this act for the rest of their lives. Too
often, our society waits to address mental
illness until a “stage 4” event like a suicide
attempt, incarceration, or similar crisis.

We would never delay treatment for
diabetes or cancer until stage 4. Our new
governor and legislature must invest more
in mental health prevention, early in-
tervention, treatment and recovery.

There is no health without mental
health.

Tom Starling, Nashville 37211

Stop complaining

Those who continue complaining
about those who were elected, particular-
ly after a higher than usual voter turnout
would do well to look themselves in the
mirror and ask two questions: what is it
that I am missing about democracy and
what am I contributing toward its suc-
cess?

Continued carping and complaining
after the people spoke in 2016 may well be
indicative of the sort of behavior which
spurred such a large number to the polls
on Nov. 6.

Instead of hostility toward the out-
come, methinks a willingness to be coop-
erative while crafting a different message
has a better chance of success. Spend
some time in the book of Proverbs.
There’s a good message within its bound-
aries about influencing others.

Jim Edwards, Murfreesboro 37128

Oops, it was Wells, not Verne

Though I commend and heartily agree
with Howard Switzer’s recent letter to the
editor (Same difference Nov. 9) concern-
ing the coming ecological catastrophe, I
must gently point out that the great sci-
ence fiction writer, Jules Verne, did not
pen the sci-fi classic, “The Time Ma-
chine.”

That distinction goes to the equally
great writer and prognosticator, H. G.
Wells.

Carson Morton, Nashville 37212
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EDITORIAL BOARD

LETTERS TO EDITOR

Supporters of a community oversight
board over Nashville police enthusiasti-
cally showed up to the polls on Election
Day despite facing powerful opposition.

On Nov. 6, nearly three-fifths of Da-
vidson County voters approved Amend-
ment 1 to the Metro Charter to create the
11-member board by the end of January.

In all, 228,190 Nashville voters cast
ballots in this contest — and 134,135
(58.78 percent) said yes.

There is no question the people ex-
pressed their will loudly and clearly.

Now, however, they face a new and

unfair obstacle that could result in the
suppression of their will, their voices
and their votes.

Rep. Glen Casada, R-Thompson’s
Station, the state House majority leader
and candidate for speaker, says he is
looking into legal concerns that were
presented to him. He may file a bill to kill
Amendment 1 during the 2019 Tennes-
see General Assembly session.

The General Assembly has the power
to invalidate city laws, ordinances and
referendums. There are times when a
law may violate the spirit or letter of the
state or federal constitutions, and that
is something that requires careful con-
sideration.

However, in this case, Casada has not
specified what those legal concerns are
or where they come from.

In March, Attorney General Herbert
Slatery issued opinions on two aspects
of a review board and found that as long
as it acted within the authority granted
by the city charter, its actions would be
legal. 

So, if the General Assembly nixes the
board, it will send the cynical message:
“We do not like the result of your elec-

tion, so we will invalidate the results.”
That should shake people to the core.

It is a bullying tactic that is unhealthy
for democracy.

Nashville Mayor David Briley said he
supports the idea of community over-
sight, but he opposed the ballot mea-
sure because he did not want to tie the
city’s finances to a charter amendment.

Amendment 1 requires an annual al-
location of $1.5 million to operate the
staff for the volunteer board.

After the election results, however,
Briley gave his full-throated support in a
Facebook post: “The people of Nashville
have spoken. Nashville will have a Com-
munity Oversight Board.”

Nashville voters now need Briley to
be their champion to ensure, in his
words, “the successful implementation
of the COB.”

That means standing up to the legis-
lature, if necessary. The Fraternal Order
of Police opposed Amendment 1, ex-
pressing concerns that it would violate
the rights of police.

However, the board would not re-
place existing due process. It would cre-
ate new transparency by allowing citi-

zens to investigate and review cases of
police misconduct.

Although the opposition tried to
make this issue about one side versus
the police, the call for community over-
sight has been around for decades, es-
pecially from the African-American
community, which has felt over-policed
and powerless.

Briley recently affirmed the findings
of the 2016 Gideon’s Army “Driving
While Black” report, which found that
black drivers were stopped and intimi-
dated by police more often than white
drivers.

The community oversight board is a
means to avoid the mistakes of the past.
It is not anti-police; it is about ensuring
fair and equitable policing for all citi-
zens.

That is something that Casada, sure-
ly, can support.

David Plazas is the director of opi-
nion and engagement for the USA TO-
DAY NETWORK in Tennessee and opi-
nion and engagement editor for The
Tennessean. Call him at 615-259-8063,
email him at dplazas@tennessean.com
or tweet to him at @davidplazas.

Uphold people’s will on police oversight
David Plazas
Columnist

Nashville Tennessean
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The Tennessee General
Assembly has the power to
nullify Amendment 1, but
that would suppress the
voices and votes of voters

Fiscal prudence and common sense
aren’t red virtues or blue virtues. They
are our shared values.

It is easy for voters to be frustrated
with partisan rhetoric and political pos-
turing. There are, however, significant
opportunities for Republican and Dem-
ocratic voters and lawmakers to join to-
gether to pursue policies that are impor-
tant to all Tennesseans, regardless of
political party.

All Tennessee taxpayers can agree

that we want our taxes used wisely for
citizens’ well being. But when it comes
to our state’s health care, our taxes are
being rerouted to other states at the ex-
pense of thousands of uninsured Ten-
nesseans and rural economies in des-
perate need of those dollars.

Would you like to have your tax dol-
lars used to build roads, bridges or
schools in neighboring states like Ar-
kansas, Kentucky and Virginia rather
than using those funds for our own in-
frastructure and education? Of course
not, yet that is exactly what is happen-
ing with Tennesseans’ federal tax dol-
lars meant for health care.

Since 2014, $5.6 billion of Tennessee
taxes have gone to pay for health care in
the 33 states that have expanded Medi-
caid coverage under the Affordable Care
Act of 2010. Meanwhile, at least

280,000 low-income Tennesseans, in-
cluding 24,000 veterans, have no access
to health coverage.

How can this be? Does any taxpayer
think that is fair or reasonable?

The Coalition for a Strong Tennessee
is a nonpartisan coalition of individuals
and organizations created to address
this issue. The Coalition recognizes that
a 21st-century Tennessee economy de-
mands a 21st-century workforce – a
healthy workforce. 

To create that thriving labor pool,
Gov. Bill Haslam offered a conservative
plan in 2015 called Insure Tennessee to
bring those tax dollars back home. His
plan would have boosted Tennessee’s
economy, created 21,000 new jobs and
provided health coverage to nearly
300,000 Tennesseans at no additional
cost to the state. Despite the approval of

more than two-thirds of Tennesseans,
the state General Assembly never
brought Haslam’s plan to a vote, so our
tax dollars continue to flow to other
states at a rate of $3.8 million every day.
We will never get that money back.
That’s not fiscal pragmatism, that’s just
foolish.

Our coalition believes that the 2019
General Assembly can foster that more
expansive economic growth and pros-
perity in Tennessee by doing what pre-
vious General Assemblies would not.
Tennesseans deserve laws that reflect
our shared values of financial responsi-
bility and compassion for others. We
deserve lawmakers who reflect those
ideals.

Mary Falls and Sally Smallwood are
founders of the Coalition for a Strong
Tennessee. 

Bring our taxes home for Tennessee health care

Your Turn
Mary Falls and Sally Smallwood
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